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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE ANATOMICAL 

SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

 

I would like to start by thanking each of you for your 

support and trust in me. It is both an honour and a 

privilege to serve as the new President of the Anatomical 

Society of Southern Africa (ASSA). As I step into this role, 

I do so with deep gratitude for the vision, leadership, and 

tireless dedication of the presidents who came before me, 

especially our Immediate-past President, Prof Albert van 

Schoor. Their commitment to advancing anatomy and 

fostering a collaborative scientific community has built the 

strong foundation upon which we will continue to grow. I 

would also like to extend a heartfelt thanks to all the ASSA 

Council members and representatives (past and present) 

for their unwavering support and service to our Society. I 

am also privileged to welcome the newly elected 

members of the ASSA Council and representatives and look forward to our journey ahead. 

And then, gratitude is also due to the members of our Society. Your dedication ensures that 

the ASSA continues to thrive as a dynamic and inclusive community of anatomists, 

educators, and researchers across Southern Africa. 

 

This year was one of reflection and celebration. What a milestone and highlight it was to 

celebrate the 50th Annual Conference of the Anatomical Society of Southern Africa, in-

person. Our sincerest appreciation goes to Prof Amadi Ihunwo and the Local Organising 

Committee from the University of the Witwatersrand for arranging such a memorable event 

that not only celebrated our history, but also charted the exciting path ahead. A huge 

congratulations to all the awardees and to everyone who attended, thank you for your 

continued support, engagement, and enthusiasm. Your contributions ï whether through 

research, teaching, mentorship, or service ï sustain the vitality of the ASSA and reinforce 

our shared mission to advance anatomical science in the region, Africa, and globally. 
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Next year, we look forward to joining our colleagues from the University of Namibia in 

Swakopmund, Namibia (12-15 April 2026) for our 51st Annual Conference. Please make 

sure to register and join us for what promises to be yet another unforgettable conference 

(ASSA Anatomical Society of Southern Africa 2026 Namibia). We also look forward to the 

IFAA 2026 event in Melbourne, Australia (13-16 August 2026) (https://ifaa2026.org/en-AU). 

We look forward to seeing the members of our society represented and excel at these 

events.  

 

Thank you to the organizers of the World Anatomy Day, Dr Pamila Pillay (ASSA Honorary 

Editor of Proceedings) assisted by Dr Sundika Ishwarkumar-Govender (University of 

Johannesburg) for another highlight of our year. The fittingly themed event Ubuntu in 

Anatomy: I Am Because We Are was again a testament to the excellence and collegiality 

that define our Society.  

 

We welcome Prof Petra Maass as our new ASSA Honorary Editor of the Newsletter, and 

thank Prof Hutchinson for her commitment in this role, ensuring that the voices, 

achievements, and advancements within our anatomical community are shared and 

celebrated. We very much look forward to reading the new edition of our newsletter and 

celebrating in the success of our colleagues and the associated institutions. 

 

As we look back on a successful year, let us carry forward the spirit of collaboration, curiosity, 

and innovation into the year ahead. May this holiday season bring you rest, joy, and renewal, 

and may the coming year be filled with new opportunities for growth, discovery, and 

connection. 

 

 

With warm regards and best wishes, 

Desir® 

 

  

https://ifaa2026.org/en-AU
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF 

ANATOMISTS (IFAA) MATTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

N Federative International Programme on Anatomical Terminology 

(FIPAT) 

The Terminologica Anthropologica has been sent to all IFAA member associations for 

comment. 

 

N Federative International Committee on Ethics and Medical Humanities 

(FICEM) · 

The revised recommendations of Good Practice for the Donation and Study of Human 

Bodies and Tissues for Anatomical Examination has been forwarded to all IFAA member 

associations for comment. The document is available online at: https://ifaa.net/wp-

content/uploads/2017/09/IFAA-guidelines-220811.pdf  

 

N Presidentôs Emergent Anatomists Programme (PEAP) 

A scientific writing workshop will be held online in January 2026; details will be announced 

closer to the time. 

 

 
Contribution submitted by: 

Prof Beverley Kramer 
Immediate past-President IFAA 

  

https://ifaa.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IFAA-guidelines-220811.pdf
https://ifaa.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/IFAA-guidelines-220811.pdf
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ASSA CONFERENCE 2025 

 

The Anatomical Society of Southern Africa (ASSA) reached a great milestone this year ï the 

celebration of the 50th annual conference! This yearôs conference was hosted by the 

Department of Anatomical Sciences of the University of the Witwatersrand. The event took 

place in the lovely Glenburn Lodge in Muldersdrift. 

 

 
Prof Ihunwo (Chair, LoC) with Emeritus Professor B Kramer, President, International 
Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) during the Opening Ceremony. 

 

 
Prof Ihunwo (Chair, LoC) Prof van Schoor, (President ASSA) and Dr Martin Bekker 
(Thompson Stibbe Lecture/ Keynote Speaker). 
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N Interest Group Workshops 

 

 
Education Interest Group session ï Using AI in Anatomical Sciences Teaching and 
Learning and Related Research. 

 

 
Clinical Anatomy Interest Group session ï A Focus on Functional Anatomy. 

 

 
Forensic Anthropology Interest Group session ï A Primer into Craniofacial 
Identification.  
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Technical Interest Group session ï Whole Body Donation Programs in Southern Africa 
and the Challenges it Faces. 

 

 

N Game night 
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N Oral presentations 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

N Poster presentations 
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N Prize winners 

 

 
 

N Members of the Wits Department of Anatomical Sciences 

 

 
 

Photos submitted by: 
Prof Ihunwo (Chair, LOC)  



9 

INSTITUTIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
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SEFAKO MAKGATHO HEALTH SCIENCES UNIVERSITY (SMU) 

DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY 

 

 
OQNE DCV@QC FQDDM 

01 @TFTRS 0837¸7 MNUDLADQ 1/14 

 

We are honoured to celebrate the life of Professor Eddie Green, aged 77, who passed away 

peacefully on 8 November 2025. 

 

Professor Green was a beloved colleague with a distinguished career as a zoologist and 

histologist. He began his tenure in May 1989 at the former Medunsa, first serving in the 

Veterinary Faculty before moving to the Department of Anatomy, where he specialised in 

histology. He retired from SMU in December 2015 as a full professor, leaving behind a legacy 

of numerous publications and presentations. He also joined ASSA in 1989 and has been a 

life member since then. He is remembered for his impressive poster presentations at ASSA 

conferences, his dedication to his students and a deep love for his Creator. 

 

He will be deeply missed by his wife, children, grandchildren, his colleagues and all who 

knew him.  
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N Promotions 

The following staff members have been promoted to senior lecturer: Dr Son® van der Walt, 

Dr Sashrika Pillay-Addinall, and Dr Nkosi Xhakaza. 

 

N  Awards 

Anatomy staff and students shining at SMU Research Days 

Å 2nd prize oral presentation, SMU School of Medicine Research Day: D. Kristen and 

A.C. Oettl®, Assessing Distal Femur Sexual Dimorphism in a South African Sample 

Using Computer Tomography. 

Å 1st prize staff oral presentation, SMU School of Dentistry Research Day: R. Kobedi, S. 

Rajbaran-Singh, AC. Oettl®, Comparison of Conventional and Cone Beam Computed 

Tomography-Derived Lateral Cephalograms in Cephalometric Analysis. 

Å 2nd prize student oral presentation, SMU School of Dentistry Research Day: M. Meyer, 

R. Potgieter, A.C Oettle, An Innovative Method for Perpendicular Wall Thickness 

Measurement in Complex Three-Dimensional Structures. 

Å 2nd prize oral presentation by independent researcher, SMU Research Day: D. Kristen 

and H. Hambrock, Studentsô Perspectives on an Exemplary Instructional Design in a 

Human Anatomy Course. 

Å 1st prize oral presentation by postgraduate student: S Hadebe and N. Xhakaza, 

Incidence of the Absent Subscapular Artery and the Morphometric Analysis of the 

Thoracodorsal Artery in a Sample of the Black South African Population. 

 

Best Established Researcher for the School of Medicine Award 

Professor Anna Oettl®, Dept. Human Anatomy and Histology, SMU, was awarded a 

Certificate of Recognition: Outstanding Achievement and Contribution as the Best 

Established Researcher in the School of Medicine 2025, at the SMU Deanôs Research 

Excellence Awards, held on 7 November 2025. 

 

Prof Oettl®ôs research is highly impactful, focusing on anatomy, forensic anthropology, and 

3D imaging. Her prolific scholarly output includes 65 peer-reviewed publications and over 

1100 citations (h-index 18), centred on human skeletal and dental variation using advanced 

imaging technologies. Beyond her research, her dedication to mentorship is clear: she has 

successfully supervised 3 postdoctoral fellows, 7 PhD, 13 MSc, and 9 BSc Honours 

graduates, many of whom have secured NRF funding. Her visionary leadership in securing 

and leading major international EU-funded projects (like AESOP, Bakeng se Afrika, and 

Dirisana Plus) has firmly positioned SMU in the global research arena. 
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We commend Professor Oettl® for this richly deserved recognition of her sustained 

excellence and impactful leadership in research. 

 

 
Prof Oettl® receiving her award from Prof Dini Mawela and Prof Risenga Chauke. 

 

Dual Alumni Awards 

Professor Greg Lebona, Department of Human Anatomy and Histology, SMU, received two 

prestigious awards at the SMU Convocation Fundraising and Alumni Awards Gala Dinner 

on 25 October 2025. 

 

Professor Lebona was recognised with the Alumni Academic, Research and Innovation 

Award for his significant contributions to research, academia, and innovation in health 

sciences. He was also conferred with the Order of the Champions of Sefako Makgatho 

(Gold), the University's highest honour for alumni or former executives, in recognition of his 

immense and enduring contributions to SMU's growth and development. This exceptional 

dual recognition highlights Professor Lebona's impact on both academic excellence and the 

foundational progress of the University. 

 

Congratulations to Professor Lebona on receiving these distinguished awards that celebrate 

his enduring dedication and service to SMU. 
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Prof Lebona receiving his award from Mr Jeff Shipalana 

 

N World Anatomy Day 

This year, the Department of Anatomy and Histology at Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences 

University (SMU) hosted an inspiring Anatomy Day celebration, themed Anatomy Through 

Our Eyes. The event showcased the diverse and profound perspectives of students on the 

cornerstone of medical education. 

 

The day was opened by the Dean of the School of Medicine, Professor Risenga Chauke, 

who set a powerful and memorable tone. He encouraged students to view the human body 

like a building, stating: "Anatomy is the structure ï the walls and beams, while physiology is 

how it works ï the lights and the Wi-Fiò. Prof Chauke highlighted the gravity and honour of 

the departmentôs work, reminding everyone that studying human bodies is both a privilege 

and a profound responsibility: ñWe study the dead to save the livingò. 
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Thereafter, a program followed where students shared their journey and interpretation of 

Anatomy through creative mediums, including art and live presentations. In the 

"Experiences" category, students shared personal reflections on how Anatomy transformed 

from an "intimidating subject" into a "wonder world that teaches you where to touch, what to 

feel and what lies beneath." Some articulated their experiences beautifully through poetry. 

Adelade Mathebulaôs poem, ñI am a Living Soul,ò celebrated the human body as a 

ñmasterpiece of interconnected systems ï beautiful in my complexity,ò while John Khabanaôs 

piece, titled ñWe Study the Dead to Save the Living,ò captured the solemn dedication 

required in the dissection hall, asserting that ñAnatomy is a beautiful art that demands strong 

will, dedication, and patience.ò (Both these poems are shared below). 

 

In the "Study Tips" category, students shared fantastic ideas and creative solutions to master 

the subject, focusing on planning, visualisation, and engaging digital tools. The 

accompanying art exhibition featured works ranging from detailed pencil sketches to 

watercolour pieces and a vibrant clay model. 

 

The winners in the various categories are as follows: 

Category: ARTWORKS 

1st place - Laurika Prinsloo, 1st year Occupational therapy student. 

2nd place (and ñPeopleôs Choiceò award) - Shantele Mafatle, 2nd year Physiotherapy student. 

3rd place - Miya Jade Robson, 1st year Occupational therapy student. 

 

Category: EXPERIENCES 

1st place - Khanya Chirwa, 2nd year MBChB student; Presentation ï Anatomy Through Our 

Eyes. 

2nd place - Adelade Mathebula, 2nd year Physiotherapy student; Poem ï I am a Living Soul. 

3rd place ï John Khabana, 2nd year MBChB student; Poem ï We Study the Dead to Save 

the Living. 

 

Category: STUDY TIPS 

1st place - Charlize Degenaar, 2nd year Physiotherapy student  

2nd place - Khanya Chirwa, 2nd year MBChB student  

3rd place - Lehlogonolo Mathete, 2nd year MBChB student  
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[Note: This poem was delivered through a recorded piece, which was much more 
impactful than reading it as words. This video can be viewed here (uploaded with the 
studentôs permission): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sOSMO0y56E ]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5sOSMO0y56E
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Artworks 

 

1st place - Laurika Prinsloo The Creatorôs Hand, a poem and artwork about how we reflect 

God in our creation, and worship Him just by living. 
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2nd place and Peopleôs Choice award - Shantele Mafatle, clay model of a kidney. 
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3rd place - Miya Robson Memento Ossium, the bare framework of life, providing unwavering 

stability. 
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The organising team with postgraduate students, Dept. of Human Anatomy and 
Histology, SMU. 

 

N Walking Into Wellness: Celebrating Spring as a Department 

The Department of Anatomy and Histology at Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University 

marked Spring Day with a colourful wellness walk around campus, an initiative that brought 

colleagues together in motion, in nature, and in renewed appreciation of health and 

camaraderie. What began as a simple stroll quickly became a moment of collective 

breathing space in a busy academic year. 

 

This walk aligns with the spirit of the Universityôs Employee Health and Wellness Policy and 

Occupational Health and Safety Policy, both of which emphasise creating an environment 

that supports holistic wellbeing, encourages healthy lifestyle habits, and fosters a safe, 

supportive workplace. A campus walk embodies these principles by promoting physical 

activity, reducing stress, and strengthening social connection ï key components of 

sustainable employee wellness. 

 

 
Academic and technical staff from the Department of Anatomy and Histology - 
Sunshine, smiles, and 2.95 km conquered! 
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Inspired by the many stories throughout history that remind us of the power of simply putting 

one foot in front of the other, the department embraced the walk as a light-hearted reminder 

that wellness need not be complicated. Sometimes, it really is as simple as stepping outside 

together. 

 

The afternoon concluded with everyone gathering for lunch, a communal moment that 

turned the walk into not just a wellness activity, but a shared celebration of collegiality, 

renewal, and the joy of welcoming a new season as a team. 

 

This Spring Day walk reminded the department that wellness grows in the small steps we 

take together. 

 

 
Spring has sprung, and so have our tutus! 

 

Contribution submitted by: 
Ms Dani±le Kristen  






































































































